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Syllabus of Chinese Reading for Absolute Beginners I
I. Introduction
	Course in Chinese
	零基础阅读
	Course Code
	H0164

	Course in English
	Chinese Reading for Absolute Beginners I
	
	

	Course Type
	Required Course
	prerequisite course
	No


	Total Teaching Hours
	32hours
	Teaching Hours Per week
	2 hours

	College
	College of Humanities
	lecturer
	Zeng Lunping

	Revised by
	Zeng Lunping
	Revised Date
	Sept 9, 2017

	Course Director
	Gong Xian
	COD
	Zeng Xianfei

	Required Textbook
	Peng Zhiping, Chinese Reading( Book 1)，Beijing Language and Culture University Press，2009

	Supplementary Materials
	• References:
1) ABC of Chinese Characters, Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press, 2013.

2) Learning Chinese Characters from Ms. Zhang: Reading and Writing Chinese Characters, Beijing Language and Culture University Press, 2005.

3) Yang Jizhou, Elementary Chinese Course (Book 1), Beijing Language and Culture University Press, 2011.
•  Suitable extra pedagogical material provided by instructor.


	Course description and objectives

	This course is designed to develop reading skills in Chinese. In this course, students are required to master the pronunciation, form and meaning of common Chinese characters, have the basic ability to read and write Chinese characters, and read simple articles and dialogues.


	Requirements
	Students are expected to:
1) grasp the sound, form and meaning of new characters correctly; read, write and distinguish different characters. 

2) master the key sentence patterns in the text, learn to use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.

3) understand the main idea of articles, have the basic reading ability in Chinese.
Students are also required to:
1) be punctual and attend class in time

2) finish homework in time

3) practice Chinese through various activities

	Grading
	30% - Participation:

60% - Final

10% - Attendance



II. Allocation of Teaching Hours
	Chapter
	Contents
	Teaching Hours
	Allocations

	
	
	
	lecture
	experiment

	Lesson 1 
	Characters and Phrases 
Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters I
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 2
	Characters and Phrases 

Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters II
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 3
	Characters and phrases 

Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters III
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 4
	Characters and Phrases 

Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters IV
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 5
	Characters and Phrases 

Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters V
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 6
	Characters, Phrases and Text
Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters VI
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 7
	Characters, Phrases and Text

Structures of Chinese characters ( Summary)
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 8
	Characters, Phrases and Text
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 9
	Characters, Phrases, Sentences and Text
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 10
	Characters, Phrases, Sentences and Text
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 11
	Characters, Phrases and Text
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 12
	Characters, Phrases and Text
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 13
	Characters, Phrases and Text
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 14
	Characters, Phrases and Text
	2
	2
	

	Lesson 15
	Characters, Phrases and Text
	2
	2
	

	
	Review 
	2
	2
	

	Total
	
	32
	32
	


III. Calendar of Activities
	
	Activities
	Contents

	Week 1
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters and Phrases 
Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters I

	Week 2
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters and Phrases 

Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters II

	Week 3
	Lecture, role play
	Characters and phrases 

Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters III

	Week 4
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters and Phrases 

Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters IV

	Week 5
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters and Phrases 

Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters V

	Week 6
	Lecture, role play
	Characters, Phrases and Text
Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters VI

	Week 7
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters, Phrases and Text

Structures of Chinese characters ( Summary)

	Week 8
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters, Phrases and Text

	Week 9
	Lecture, role play
	Characters, Phrases, Sentences and Text

	Week 10
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters, Phrases, Sentences and Text

	Week 11
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters, Phrases and Text

	Week 12
	Lecture, role play
	Characters, Phrases and Text

	Week 13
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters, Phrases and Text

	Week 14
	Lecture, discussion
	Characters, Phrases and Text

	Week 15
	Lecture, role play
	Characters, Phrases and Text

	Week 16 
	Review，discussion
	Review 

	Week 17
	Examination 
	


IV. Course Outline
Lesson 1
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters
一  五  八  大  不  口  白  马  女  

2. Phrases

白马   大口   大马   不白

3. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters
1)Strokes
   点（、）  横（一）   竖（︱）    撇（ノ）    捺（╰）   
2)Rules for writing：   从上到下   从左到右   先撇后捺

3)single-component characters 
Lesson 2
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

干  方  本  门  东  同  反  工  公  办  巴  你  好  吗  吧  

2. Phrases

大门  东方  办公   门口   不同   你好    你好吗    好吧
3. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters
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1)Strokes

  竖钩（亅 ）   撇折（ㄥ ）   横折（┐ ）   横撇（     ）    横折钩（      ）
2)Rules for writing：   从外到里    先横后竖    先中间后两边
3)Radicals :亻,女,口 

4) Components :口,巴,马,白

5).Multi-component characters : left-right structure
Lesson 3
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

几  九  七  去  西  青   心   小   见   习   学  汉  语  邮  局  

2. Phrases

大小    东西    小心     学习   汉语   小学   大学   同学    口语

学习汉语    邮局    去邮局    不小心
3. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Strokes

  提（㇀）  竖弯钩(乚)    横折弯勾（乙）
2)Radicals : 氵，讠
3) Components : 几，心，见，西
4).Multi-component characters : Top-bottom structure, left-right structure
Lesson 4
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

今  天  星  期  二  三   四  那  儿  我   回   校  再   对   起  

2. Phrases
1) Seven days in a week(星期一至星期天)

2) Polite expressions: 再见，对不起
3. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals : 阝
2) Components : 儿，月，又
3).Multi-component characters : Semi-surrounded structure, surrounded structure

Lesson 5
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

这   是  老  师  请  进   茶  谢  身  体  十  日  也  他  她  

2. Sentence patterns:
1) Imperative sentence: 
请+verb!
2) Polite expressions: 谢谢！不客气！
3) Greeting expressions: 老师好!你好!
3. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals : 辶 ，艹
2) Components : 也，日，木，女
3).Structures of Chinese characters ( Summary)
Lesson 6
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

贵   姓   叫   名   字   哪   国   难   很   发    音   什   么

书   谁    的   朋  友 
2. Phrases
贵姓    名字     汉字    中国     美国    中国人     美国人  发音

很难    什么    朋友
3. Inquiry about names and nationality:

1) 你叫什么名字？我叫安娜。

2)你是哪国人？我是美国人。

4. Special questions:这是谁的书？我的书。
5. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals : 彳
2) Components : 贝，子，艮，立
Lesson 7
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

吃  饭   馒  头  要 个  米  喝  蛋 汤  酒  些  饺 子  包 子   面 条   2. Phrases about food
馒头   米饭  鸡蛋  啤酒  饺子  包子   面条  面包 
3. Sentences for ordering food:

1) 你吃什么？我要饺子。

2) 你喝什么？我要啤酒。
4. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals :  口  氵 又
Lesson 8
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

买  卖  水  果   苹  斤  多  少  钱   块   还   别  橘（子）  两  共  毛  给  找  
2. Phrases 

公斤    多少    别的    一共  

 The expression of money：元（块）、角（毛）、分
3. Sentences for shopping and asking for price:

1) 您买什么？买多少？ 

2) 多少钱一斤？两块五一斤。
4. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals :  土  刂  木    艹
Lesson 9
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

上  下  午  银 行   换 钱  您  民  币   百  元  等  （一）会（儿）

 先  生   数  客 气   
2. Phrases 

Time words：上午  中午 下午   一会儿    等会儿  

Addressing terms：小姐   姐姐   先生   学生  
3. Sentences for exchanging money:

1) 您换什么钱？ 

2) 换多少？五百美元的人民币。

3) 今天1美元换多少人民币？ 
4. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals :  钅 彳 扌 夕  纟  宀
Lesson 10
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

问  室  家  呢  住  楼  房  间  号  知 道  电 话 码  手 机  零   
2. Phrases 

办公室    学号    号码    电话   电话号码    知道    大家   国家  房间

房子   请问   不知道    你呢 
3. Sentences for inquiry about address and telephone number:

1) 你找谁？我找玛丽。

2) 她住几号？她住308号。

  安娜住几号楼，你知道吗？她住3号楼105号。

3) 她的电话号码是多少？
4. Grammar

Sentences with verbal predicates: Subject+Verb+Object
5. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals :  矢 扌 讠 石  辶
Lesson 11
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

介 绍  位 王  教 授  长  欢 迎 留  们 和  俩  没 
Adverbs of degree：也  都
2. Phrases 

Personal pronouns：我们   你们   他们   她们

我们俩   你们俩   他们俩

Appellation words：教授  老师  校长  秘书   留学生

Verbal phrases ： 介绍   欢迎  

3. Interrogative Sentences:

1) 你们是留学生吧？

2) 你是英国人吧？

3) 你们学习什么？

4) 你们学校留学生多吗？
4. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals : 氵攵 又 禾  纟
Lesson 12
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

北 京  言 怎 样  觉 得  法  听 说  比 较    但 读 写  新   屋  班  
Adverbs of degree：很 非常  比较  不太  不

adjectives：容易 难  新  旧

interrogative pronouns：哪  谁  什么 多少  几  怎么样
2. Phrases 

语法 听说  读书  写字

同屋  同班  同学  同桌

但是  可是

3. Text:

1) Sentences indicating one’s perspective: Subject+觉得+verb(phrase)/clause
2) the location of adverbial “在+place”
3) “的”phrases used as attributive
4. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals : 王  亠  心   冖  斤
Lesson 13
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

箱  有   重   黑   轻   旧  药  里   用  品   衣  服  雨  伞  瓶

香  词  典   笔
Measure words：  件  瓶   个  把   本 
2. Phrases 

箱子  衣服    雨伞    雨衣   香水 词典  日用品

 中药   西药      
3. Text:

1) Sentence patterns: 这是什么？
2) Sentences with adjective predicates
3) “的”phrases used as noun
4) Cultural knowledge: Traditional Chinese medicine

4. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals : ⺮  月  人  艹  弓
Lesson 14
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

久  经   理   虎   最 近  刚  开  点  忙   咖  啡   杯   车  自  颜色  辆  
Colour words: 黑  红 蓝   白
Adjectives: 忙  累  困  冷  渴  饿
2. Phrases 

有关“车”的词语：自行车 公交车  出租车（名词）

                   坐车  开车  骑车（动词）    

Reduplication：马马虎虎(AABB)
Adverbs of degree：有点儿
3. Text:

1) Alternative questions
2) General questions with “呢”
3) “辆”、“俩”and“两”
4) Inquiry and Consultation with “怎么样”
4. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals : 灬  忄  页   辶   车
Lesson 15
Key points: 1) recognize and understand new characters. 
2) master the key sentences in the text. 
3) understand the main idea of articles accurately. 
4) make sentences with words and sentence patterns which we’ve learned.

Difficulties: 1) write Chinese characters properly.
2) understand different meanings of the same character. 
3) use new characters to form phrases and make sentences.
Contents:
1.New characters

全   照 片  看 只  做  夫   医 院  司  商 店   律  外   贸  职 员  概
2. Phrases 

Words for occupations：老师  医生  职员   经理   秘书  律师 营业员

公司  医院    银行 学校    家    商店 法院

外币  外贸   外国

医学院   文学院   工学院   法学院    商学院   外语学院

全家   全班   全院   全国
3. Text:

1) The“有”sentences
2) Talk about family
4. Basic knowledge about Chinese Characters

1)Radicals : 匚  卩  耳  广
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